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but because they are a commercial nation. The
habits of private life are continued in public ; and
we ought carefully to distinguish that economy which
depends upon their institutions from that which is the
natural result of their manners and customs. . . .
f On casting my eyes over the different republics
which form the confederation, I perceive that their
Governments lack perseverance in their under-
takings, and that they exercise no steady control over
the men whom they employ. Whence I naturally
infer that they must often spend the money of the
people to no purpose, or consume more of it than is
really necessary to their undertakings. Great efforts
are made, in accordance with the democratic origin
of society, to satisfy the exigencies of the lower orders,
to open the career of power to their endeavours, and
to diffuse knowiedge and comfort among them. The
poor are maintained, immense sums are annually
devoted to public instruction, all services whatsoever
are remunerated, and the most subordinate agents are
liberally paid. If this kind of government appears to
me to be useful and rational, I am nevertheless con-
strained to admit that it is expensive.
Wherever the poor direct public affairs and dispose
of the national resources, it appears certain that, as
they profit by the expenditure of the State, they are
apt to augment that expenditure.
I conclude, therefore, . . . that the democratic
government of the Americans is not a cheap govern-
ment, as is sometimes asserted ; and I have no
hesitation in predicting that, if the people of the
United States is ever involved in serious difficulties,
v> its taxation will speedily be increased to the rate of
that which prevails in the greater part of the aristo-
cracies and the monarchies of Europe. . . .
It is difficult to say what degree of exertion a demo-